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Who breathes muſt ſuffer ; and who thinks, muſt mourn; 
And he alone is bleſs'd, who ne'er was born !— 
| PrIOR's SOLOMON. 


E ſeldom know the value of 
bleſſings till we have loſt 


them; and ſo very unaccountable are 


the caprices of human nature, that 
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we frequently prize that which we 
know to be unworthy of us, in pro- 
portion to the danger we are under 


of loſing it. 


Elvira was the daughter of a weal- 
thy merchant of Cadiz ; ſhe was the 
only offspring of a beloved, but de- 
ceaſed wife; and her father trans- 
ferred from the memory of the lat- 
ter the boundleſs affection he beſtow- 
ed on her child !—Elvira was but too 
well calculated to inſpire it. In her 
young mind, the ſeeds of ſenſibility 
ſoon grew to maturity ; and as ſhe 
was refuſed nothing that could amuſe 


her 
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her fancy, ſhe at an early age relin- 
quiſhed the trifling pleaſures of child- 
hood, for the more dangerous, but 
more ſubſtantial delights of mental 
improvement. . 
* 
She had ſcarcely attained her four- 
teenth year, when the graceful figure 
of Don Julien d'Aveifo caught her 
attention. He was many years older 
than herſelf; had ſerved in ſeveral. 
campaigns, and had been the ſuc-- 
ceſsful admirer of ſome of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed ladies of the Court of - 
Madrid. He was a younger brother, 
of high birth; gay, thoughtleſs, and 
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extravagant; his paternal portion 
had been long expended ; and the 
only viſible means he had of ſup- 
porting the retinue he loved, aroſe 
from his military rank, and peculiar 
good fortune at the gaming-table, 
He ſoon perceived the down-caſt 
bluſhes, and palpitating heart, of El- 
vira, whenever he approached her ; 
his vanity was flattered by it, yet 
he conſidered her only in the light 
of a beautiful child, and appeared for 
a time inſenſible to that fire of youth- 
ful ardour, which brightened up her 


countenance whenever her eyes met 


bis. Often, when a tender paſſage 
in 
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in one of her favourite novels, bore, 
as ſhe thought, an alluſion to her 
own fituation, would ſhe carefully 
turn down the page, and when ſhe 
ſaw Don Julien, inquiſitively aſk his 
opinion of it? His anſwers were al - 
ways guarded, and bordering on cold- 
neſs; and ſometimes he even ven- 
tured to remonſtrate with her on the 
choice of her books ; recommend- 
ing, as more worthy her notice, 
thoſe better calculated to inſtru, 
though, at the ſame time, leſs cap- 
tivating than her favourite ones, the 
Tales of the Heart. 


8 3 5 Elvira 
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Elvira liſtened greedily to what 
he uttered, and for a time reſumed 
her favourite occupation, or limited 
it to the ſtudy he allotted her ; but 
not even this ſacrifice could draw 
from his unfeeling heart a ſmile of 
approbation. 


She was, though not regularly 
handſome, extremely intereſting; 
her eyes were dark and expreſſive; 
and the penſive melancholy that 
hung over her countenance, indicat- 
ed a mind replete with ſenſibility. 
She had given away her heart be- 
fore ſhe well knew that ſhe poſſeſſed 


One 
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one ; and the apathy of Don Julien, 
inſtead of diminiſhing, did but aug- 
ment it's tenderneſs. Sincere and 
generous by nature, ſhe found it an 
alleviation of her ſorrows, to unbo- 
ſora her mind to her couſin Donna 
Anna, who though not a reſident 

under the ſame roof, was frequently 


with her. 


In this ſentiment alone'they were 
alike, for Donna Anna had alſo, 
though in a different manner, been 
ſenſible of the effects of Don Julien's 
advantages. She was haughty and 
pre ſumptuous; her mind was void 
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of delicacy, or feeling ; and her for- 


tune being ſuperior to Elvira's ex- 


pectations, ſhe had conſidered a 
match with Don Julien as deſirable, 
more from vanity than inclination ; 
and was not in her heart diſpleaſed 
at the idea of her couſin's adding an- 
other trophy to the ſpoils ſhe already 
fancied at her feet. To accept, 
therefore Elvira's confidence, and to 


abuſe it, was at once the determina- 


tion of Donna Anna; warm in her 


profeſſions of friendſhip to her couſin, 
ſhe encouraged thoſe hopes ſhe was 
labouring to undermine; and, at 


length took charge of an imprudent 


billet, 
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billet, the unſuſpecting Elvira had 
written to Don Julien, and which 
but too plainly demonſtrated the ſen · 
lations of her heart. The treache- 
rous Donna Anna was well pleaſed 
with her commiſſion. She wiſhed 
to develope the ſentiments of Don 
Julien ; and when ſhe gave him the 
letter, condemning at the ſame time 
the writer, ſhe repreſented to him 
the cruelty there would be in his at- 
tempting to fix the affections of an 
inexperienced girl, who had not ſta» 
bility enough to be depended on, 
and who would certainly be left deſ- 
titute by her father, if ſhe refuſed 


her- 
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her hand where he had already pro- 
miſed it. She had, ſhe ſaid, after 
many difficulties, conſented to be the 
bearer of that letter, to prevent El- 
vira from chuſing another confidant; 
but ſhe knew the temper of her uncle 
ſo well, that were he to come to the 
knowledge of any clandeſtine corre- 
ſpondence, herſelf and his daughter 
would be alike baniſhed his houſe. 


Theſe conſiderations had their due 
weight with Don Julien; he took 
up the pen, pauſed—and at length 
writ a few lines, expreſſive of his 
2ratitude for the preference ſhe had 

ſhewn 
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ſhewn him, but entreated her to be- 
ſtow it on one of the many who ſur- 
rounded her, and who were better 
calculated than himſelf to reward her 
generoſity. He finiſhed with a pro- 
miſe of inviolable ſecrecy on the 
ſubject; and as a farther aſſurance 
of it, incloſed her letter in his own. 


CTON- 
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CONTINUATION 
HISTORY OF ELVIRA. 


IHE heart of Elvira, warm 
and ſuſceptible to an excels, 

was not proof againſt this diſappoint- 
ment, She felt the keen pangs of 
unrequited love, and Donna Anna 
was not backward in repreſenting 


the marked indifference of Don Ju- 
lien 
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lien at the peruſal of her letter, and 
the inſolence of his reply. She ad- 
viſed her not to waſte another 
thought on an object who ſeemed to 
glory in his unworthineſs, but to 
prepare herſelf to obey the commands 
of her father, who had deſtined her 
to a more eligible union, and who 
would not be able to ſurvive the 
knowledge of a prepoſſeſſion in fa- 


vour of Don Julien, whoſe morals 


he knew to be vitiated, and who had 
openly declared to her, that no in- 
ducement but that of a much larger 
fortune than it was probable Elvira 
could ever poſſeſs, ſhould tempt him 
to 
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to barter his freedom for the chains 
of matrimony. * 


The credulous Elvira believed 
what ſhe heard, but not a word on the 
ſubject had been exchanged between 
Don Julien and Donna Anna. What 
he had written had been at her de- 
fire; for had he been left to him- 
ſelf, it is more than probable he could 
not have reſiſted the tender, and 
artleſs confeſſion of Elvira. 


Though an adept in the art of in- 
trigue, he had too much honour to 
aim at the deſtruction of innocence ; 

and 
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and to the continual round of diſſi- 
pation in which he had hitherto liv- 
ed, a kind of languid ſatiety ſucceed- 
ed, which might have been purified 


by the intercourſe of a delicate mind, 


had this pleaſing tafk been allotted 
to her; but her tender heart was 


doomed, at an early hour, to feel the 
preſſure of grief ; and her firſt ſigh 


marked with regret every future mo- 


ment of her exiſtence. Donna Anna 
exulted at the ſucceſs of her under- 
taking ; ſhe had planted a thorn in 


the heart of her couſin; and had 


eradicated from the breaſt of Don 
Julien the flight impreſſion ſhe had 
made 
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made on him, which had it been 
nurtured, might, with the aid of 
time, been increafed into tender- 


neſs. 


Near two years elapſed in this 
ſtate of negative happineſs ; and at 
length the frequent abſences of Don 
Julien became lets momentous to 
Elvira. She accompanied her father 
to Madrid, where the expenſive ſtyle 
in which he lived ſoon drew the at- 
tention of the Nobles reſident there. 
It was her fate to meet only once 
with Don Julien : his family lived 
at Cadiz, and he nearly divided his 


time 
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time between thoſe capitals. At the 
time of her ſeeing him, Donna Anna 
was for a fortnight only her viſitor; 
her ſuſpicious eyes darted a look of 


malignant enquiry at her couſin as 


he entered the room, and had the in- 


clination for a moment's intercourſe 
been mutual, it would have been 
counteracted by her penetrating 
looks. Don Julien, after a few un- 
meaning compliments to the aſſem- 
bly, but without caſting one look to- 
wards Elvira, quitted it. 


Her pride felt wounded by his 
neglet; nor did ſhe give herſelf 
VOL, II. C many 
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many moments to reflect on it, be- 


fore the diſtinguiſhed attention paid 


her by the Duke Alphonſo de Caſta- 


rella fixed her obſervation. 


Alphonſo was the only child of 
the Duke Las-Caſas, about two years 
older than herſelf: he was a Grandee 
of Spain, but his fortune was incon- 
ſiderable: his perſon was handſome, 
and his manners engaging : he had 


been early initiated in the ſchool of 


folly, and had loſt ſums of import- 


ance to him. This mutual propen- 


faty had created a degree of intimacy 


between himſelf and Don Julien, 


which. 
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which had been propitious to the 
latter. Don Pedro, the father of El- 
vira, had watched unobſerved the at- 
tentions of the young Duke towards 
his daughter, and his pride exulted 
at her conqueſt. He was a man not 
poſſeſſed of much worldly wiſdom; 
but the feelings of his heart were 
impaſſioned, and his affection for her 
ſuſpended every other conſideration. 
He did not allow himfelf time to re— 
fle& that the Duke's elevated rank, 
was ſure to impede any favourable 
impreſſion ſhe might make on him, 
and that it was dangerous, if not de- 
ſtructive, to raiſe her expectations 
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beyond the humble but reſpectable 
ſtation ſhe was by birth and fortune 
entitled only to fill. With a heart 
full of paternal affection, he antici- 
pated her future ſplendour : he ſaw 
her the envy of all the beauties of 


the Court, and doubted not but a few 


weeks would put her in poſſeſſion 
of all that his fond fancy had already 
created for her. 


Elvira heard without delight the 
prophetic exultations of her father, 
Her heart bore no ſhare in his 
wiſhes; nor could the fulſome 
praiſes beſtowed 'on the Duke by 

Donna 
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Donna Anna enhance her deſire of 


ſeeing him again. 


Alphonſo returned home from the 
aſſembly with the image of Elvira in 
his heart. He had hitherto been 
guided only by his inclinations, and 
felt with Don Pedro, that 


« What we wiſh, we firmly will believe.” 


He mentioned Elvira to the Duke 
his father, with all the candid fim- 
plicity of youth; and expected to 
tmd in that haughty nobleman not 
only the moſt perfect acquieſcence, 
but an entire approbation of his 

e 3 choice. 
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choice. He expatiated on the mo- 
deſt charms of Elvira, and referred 
the Duke to the poſſeſſions of her 
father, as a ſubſtitute for that ine- 
quality of rank which he ſaid had a 
value only in the minds of thoſe who 
looked up to it with envy. The old 
Duke patiently liſtened to the rap- 
turous enthuſiaſm of his ſon; and 
without admoniſhing him on the 
wildneſs of his ideas, contented him- 
himſelf only by deſiring him to 
make choice of whatever part of the 
world he preferred for his retreat, 
till time ſhould reſtore to him the 
ule of his reaton. Alphonſo, ardent 


and 
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and impetuous, would have replied, 
but the countenance of his father 
forbade it. He quitted the apart- 
ment and retired to his own, where 
he ruminated on the meaſures that 
he thought would be moſt likely to 
conciliate his own happineſs, with- 
out abſolutely incurring the internal 


diſpleaſure of his father. 


He found that it would not be 
eaſy for him to forget her, and he 
determined t6 apply to Don Pedro, 
and to come at the knowledge of 
their ſentiments towards him. With 
this reſolution he waited on him; 

C 4 | and 
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and on being aſſured by him that El- 
vira's affections were diſengaged, he 
eaſily obtained permiſſion. to ſpeak: 
to her on the f ubject. She heard 
him without pleaſure or emotion: 
ber young heart was void of ambi- 
tion ;. and as ſhe found herſelf happy: 
at home, the had not a-with beyond 
it. Alphonſo briefly. related to Don 
Pedro tne converſation he had had 
with the Dake his father, and can- 
didly acknowledged that he had no 
hope of changing bis ſentiments, a: 
marriage for him being actually in: 
treaty with the Princeſs Leopoldine, 
af Bruſſels, whom he had never ſeen. 

The 
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The laws of Spain were too-rigid in 
point of parental juriſdiction to ad- 
mit his attempting in that kingdom 
a ſecret marriage ; but as the Duke 
had given him a choice of retreat, he 
had formed the intention of going to 
Bruſſels, when he endeavoured to 
gain a promiſe from Don Pedro to 
follow him with his daughter, under 
an aſſurance that he would there 
immediately marry her. Such air 
offer could be but brghly flattering 
to Don Pedro, who had nothing ſo 


much at heart as the happineſs of 
his Elvira, and which he thought 


could not fail to be accompliſhed in 
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an union with the Duke Alphonſo. 
Yet ſo affectionate was this friend, as 
well as parent, that he would have 
. renounced even his darling ambition, 
had he ſuppoſed that the heart of 
Elvira reſiſted it by a prepoſſeſſion 
in favour of another. She declared 
to him that all men were equally in- 
different to her; and they departed 
foͤr Cadiz, after a reciprocal promiſe 
on the parts of the Duke and Don 
Pedro, that they would mect at 
Bruſſels in the courſe of the enſuing 


month. On their return to Cadiz, 


Elvira found a ſweet relief in open- 
ing her whole ſoul to Donna Anna: 
ſhe 
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ſhe avowed her indifference for Al- 
phonſo ; but declared at the ſame 
time that ſhe would be guided in 


every thing by her father. 


In a ſhort time letters from the 
young Duke arrived, and they began 
to make the neceſſary preparations 
for their journey. Donna Anna, 
whote head and heart 'were alike 
bent on miſchief, and who inwardly 
deteſted Elvira for her ſuperior ad- 
vantages, reſolved on not letting flip 
ſo favourable an opportunity of re- 
commending herſelf to the attention 


of the old Duke Las-Caſas, and wrote 
him 
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him a full account of the proceed- 
ings of his fon. She moreover ac- 
quainted him of the intricacy and 
embarraſſment of Don Pedro's cir- 
cumſtances, and concluded with 
many expreſſions of pity for the 


young Duke, in giving him a full 


account when, and where, the mar- 


riage was to be ſolemnized. 


Alphonſo had left Madrid ſome 


days before, under the pretence of 
viſiting the Low Countries; he was 


- accompanied in his tour by two gen- 


tiemen ; the one, a friend of his fa- 


ther's; and the other, a young no- 


bleman 
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bleman about his own age, whoſe 
ſentiments correſponded with his, 
and who was the only perſon to 
whom he. entruſted his ſecret. The 
young Duke had art enough to per- 
ſuade the elder of his companions, 
that his principal motive in viſiting 
Bruſſels, was to behold incognito the 
Princeſs Leopoldine, whom he wiſh- 
ed to ſee, previous to his publicly ad- 
dreſſing her. A ſtory ſo plauſible 
was not likely to be diſtruſted, where 
there was no .apparent ground for 
ſuſpicion ;. and the Marquis approved 
Alphonſo's plan, as he had frequent- 


ly ſeem the Princeſs, who poſſeſſed 
| beauty, 
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beauty, and attractions ſufficient to 
charm any heart leſs prejudiced than 
was his friend's. Don Pedro and his 
family arrived foon after them; they 
took up their abode in an obſcure 
ſituation in the ſuburbs, and had ſoon 
after an interview with Alphonſo, 


who preſented to them his friend. 


On the morning of the day which 
was fixed for their nuptials, (Which 
were to be witneſſed only, on the 
part of Alphonſo, by the Count Fran- 
eiſco, who had ſettled all the preli- 
minaries) the Count was accoſted in 


the ſtreet by a perſon whom he knew 


to 
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to be in the intereſt of the Duke Las- 
Caſas, and who requeſted a few mi- 
nutes private converſation with him. 
They entered an hotel, when the 
ſtranger candidly acknowledged that 
he was deputed by the Duke, to en- 


quire ſecretly into the conduct of 


Alphonſo, and to deter him, by 
every poſſible exertion, from falling 
a victim to thoſe arts which he ſaid, 
he was informed, were practiſing 
againſt him by Don Pedro and his. 
daughter. Count Franciſco pretend— 
ed to hear with aſtoniſhment a ſup- 
poſition fo injurious to Alphonſo; 


he conſidered, he ſaid, the report as 
void 


— — DK 


32 THE WANDERINES 


1 


| void of foundation, and declared his 


-7 intention of accompanying him in a 


few days into Italy, when his curio- 


| ji ſity had been gratified with a fight 
| of the Princeſs, to whom he was 
J | ſure he already conſidered himſelf as 
ll ÞHetrothed. This, however, did not 
| ; prevent his attending him to the 


Chapel the fame evening, where he 
witneſſed .a haſty, and ill-judged 
union, that brought no ſatisfaction 
more permanent than the comple- 
tion of tranſitory deſires to the heart 
of Alphonſo. Even Don pedro was 
alarmed at the ſucceſs of his enter- 


prize ; he knew the powerful inte- 
; reſt 
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reſt of the Duke Las-Caſas all over 
Spain; and he trembled as he kiſſed 
the lovely bride, under an apprehen- 
ſion, that he had ſacrificed to an 
empty illuſſion, all the future peace 
and happineſs of her life. 


Humanity was not the characte- 
riſtic of the Duke Las-Caſas; his 


pride was hardly to be equalled; and 


to a diſappointment of that, every 


thing was to be dreaded from his re- 


venge. He had written to Donna 


Anna by the perſon before - mention- 
ed, and received from her a confir- 


mation of his ſon's marriage. In- 
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eenſed at her intelligence, his rage 
knew no bounds. He vented the 


moſt bitter inveCtives againſt Don 


Pedro, and his daughter, nor did the 
Duke Alphonſo himſelf eſcape the 
torrent of his frenzy. He employed 
his Secretary to write to him, and 
inform him, that the ſmall eſtate he 


had inherited in right of his mother, 


was all he had in future to depend 
on. That he forbade him for ever 
his preſence, and finiſhed this Ha- 
RITABLE epiſtle by threatening him 


with the. vengeance of a parent's 


curſe. 
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A judgment ſo terrible left no al- 
ternative to the unfortunate Al- 
phonſo, but the conſolation he could 
receive in the arms of his Elvira. 
Yet, how the Duke could have been 
ſo eaſily apprized of their marriage, 
remained an inexplicable myſtery in 
the minds of all. 


It had been projected by them, 
that Elvira ſhould, as ſoon as mar- 


ried, return to Cadiz to her father's 


houſe, and live there as formerly, 


till time or circumſtances ſhould en- 
able her huſband to acknowledge her. 


But all this had been counteracted. 
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by an inviſible hand; and had a ſuſ- 


picion fallen on the head of one of 


their aſſociates, that perſon would 


not have been Donna Anna. She 


was the firſt to exclaim againſt the 


unknown enemy, and her treache- 


tous heart triumphed over the 


wretchedneſs of the devoted Elvira. 


The young Duke, who had no 
longer occaſion for ſecrecy, accom- 
panied his father-in-law to Cadiz. 
Accuſtomed from his birth to ſhine 
in ſplendour, he was but ill prepared 


to vegetate in the ſhades of domeſtic 
aud retired life. He had no inten- 


tion 
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tion of bending his ſituation to the 
form of his preſent circumflances ; 
and he was likewiſe ſolicitous that 
the World ſhould continue in igno- 
rance of it. In this miſguided idea, 
he was but too warmly ſeconded by 
the more experienced, but weak Don 
Pedro, who had, for many years, 
been in the habit of living conſider- 
ably beyond his income, and who 
had retired from buſineſs with a 
much ſmaller property than was ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed. He had now aug- 
mented his eſtabliſhment in propor- 
tion to the newly acquired rank of 
his daughter. ONS 
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The young Ducheſs derived little 
ſatisfaction from a marriage conſe- 
crated under ſuch unhappy auſpices, 
and in which her heart had never 
borne a ſhare. The Duke had parted 
from his two friends at Bruſſels, and 
had now no guide but Don Pedro, 
whoſe advice he implicitly followed. 
He loved Elvira, but ſhe ſoon diſ- 
covered that his diſpoſition was not 


calculated to make her happy. A 


'frown of diſcontent frequently hung 
over him, as he reflected on the vaſt 
ſacrifice he had made to her. Often 


did he pace with agitated ſteps about 


the room, and reproach her with 
* | want 
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want of affeQtion for him. In vain 
did ſhe aſſure him of her everlaſting 
oratitude ; a ſentiment more tender 
was wanting in her breaſt ; and an 
ill- founded ſuſpicion. of a prior at- 
tachment pn her part, racked his 
ſoul with doubt and apprehenſion, 


In a few months after their mar- 
riage, Don Julien d' Aveiro returned 
to Cadiz. It was now eaſy for him 
to ſee, without reſtraint, the Ducheſs 
de Caſtarella; but in viewing her, 
he admired the improved, the ten- 
der Elvira, What he had at firſt 
conſidered as a child, not dangerous 
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enou gh to fix his attention, he now 
beheld in the character of a wife, 
inſenſible to the faſtidious title ſhe 
had gained, and but too well calcu- 
lated to inſpire a ſentiment hitherto 
almoſt unknown to him. 


As they were one day fitting at 
dinner, Don Julien, from the op- 
polite fide of the table, involuntarily 
bent his eyes on Elvira. Her's met 
them; a ſigh ſtole from her heart, 
which did not paſs unnoticed by 
him; he reſponſively echoed it from 
his own; and from that moment, 
the irrevocable doom of both was 
| | fixed. 
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fixed. They perceived that they 
were obſerved by Donna Anna, on 
whom Elvira penſively ſmiled, and 
Don Julien caſt a look of ineffable 
diſdain. 


Theſe filent, but expreſſive glan- 
ces, were not noticed by the reſt of 
the company ; and at an early hour 
in the evening Don Julien took his 
leave. Elvira was too ignorant of 
the arts of deception to practiſe 
them. She deceived herſelf in the 
idea that all men were indifferent to 
her, for the original ſpark of ſenti- 
ment firſt communicated by Don 
Julien, 
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Julien, now blazed out, and ſhe en- 
couraged the idea in proportion to 
the diſſatisfaction ſhe daily expe- 
rienced. When he appeared, the 
ſympathetic joy brightened her fea- 
tures ; when he did not, diſappoint- 
ment clouded her brow. 


She confided her ſecret to Donna 
Anna, who did not long ſuffer it to 
remain one from the Duke; neither 
did ſhe omit the circumitance of El- 
vira's firſt inclination, and the ſtra- 
tagems ſhe had employed to defeat 
1k, 


The 
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The jealous: ſou] of Alphonſo 


worked up to frantic fury, and every 
avenue of tenderneſs was cloſed up 
in his heart, againſt the ill-fated El- 
vira; yet he cndeavoured to ſmother 
his indignation, and with as much 
compoſure as he could collect, relat- 
ed his ſuſpicions to Don Pedro. The 
tenderneſs of a father prevailed over 


all; and Alphonſo's declaration open- 


ed his eyes on the coldneſs with 


which ſhe had received his hand, 
and the inſinuations that had been 


formerly thrown out by Donna 


Anna reſpecting Don Julien, The 


love and duty ever ſhewn him by 
| Elvira, 


— —— —— — — Aves > 
** 1 — N 


7 * 
—— 


n - _ — 0 
— 1 — WEED — 2 
1 i + BD 7 5 — * _ _— 


P 
. . 


. 
Po: — oc r 
2 rr. 7 n «form © 448 
8 _ 


ter en OE 


= 


* - - are ra 


_— K _ _ * 
a - 3 i er —_— 6 
2 2 A _ 


— 


— 


* 
2 7 4w < \ ta N * 22 — 8 2 FEY 4 — * = —_ 
4 > tho - — —— * — © a * — W = _F - 2 2 — — „ I 5 
8 — — — 2 7 —— - . — OSS 244 ep OP - 8 
” : — k * [V A ry 
232 8 2 a t 8 P K a - N 2 p 7 A 7 
5 A A e mr . 1 
— * 20 W — n > w = 24 » — [1 
»-_ 7 22 0 5 _ => — 5 . _ > 22 7 
— r wu 
AM kr — — 
— 


* — 
IS — 99— 


44 THE WANDERINes 


Elvira, in a moment convinced him 
that ſhe had ſacrificed herſelf to his 
ambition; and he deplored the pre- 


cipitancy to which he had conſent- 


ed, as he pondered on the ill temper 
of Alphonſo, the reſentment of his 


father, and the too viſible indiffer- 


ence of Elvira. His firſt thought 


Was to lay open the ſtate of his 


heart, and it's growing weakneſs, to 
Don Julien; to intereſt his pity, 
and ſecure his friendſhip; but this, 


on recollection, he found to be a 
dangerous expedient to a heart alrea- 


dy prepoſſeſſed, and with Elvira alone 


he determined to adviſe. 
N With 
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With an eager and attentive ear 
ſhe liſtened to the diſcourſe of her 
parent. She endeavoured to ſooth 
his mind, by aſſuring him that ſhe 
had married the Duke without re- 


pugnance: though had ſhe been per- 
mitted the freedom of choice, her 

heart would have given the prefer- 

> ence to Don Julien, He had been 
too late in the diſcloſure of his ſen- 
timents ; and ſhe had, ſhe ſaid, com- 

mand enough over herſelf to bury in 

her breaſt the revival of a ſentiment 

ſhe had hoped time would have long 

ſince extinguiſhed. She had not, the 

added, imbibed the general-maxim, 

that 
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that to violent diſeaſes deſperate re- 
medies alone are neceſſary ;. for ſhe 
thought that it would be eaſter for 
her to ſee and accuſtom herſelf to his 
ſociety, as a friend, than by forcing 
him from Cadiz not only to accuſe 
herſelf as the author of his baniſh- 
ment, but to give occaſion. for mo- 
tives being aſſigned for his departure, 
which it was equally her intereſt 
and her inclination to avoid. She 
was already ſufficiently humbled by 
the reſentment of the Duke Las- 
Caſas ; and the duty ſhe owed to his 
ſon would be his beſt ſecurity for her 


* 


conduct. el 
Don 
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Don Julien was in the mean time 
feeding a paſſion he ſhould have la- 
boured to deſtroy. He accuſed Don- 
na Anna as the ſource of his own 
misfortunes, and thoſe of the lovely 
Ducheſs, and carefully watched eve- 
ry motion of her eyes, as the baneful 
interpreters of their mutual deſtrue- 
tion, He ſaw with the deepeſt re- 
gret the havock grief was hourly 
making on the heart of the dejected 
Elvira; and it was with extreme dif- 
ficulty that he forbore openly accuſ- 
ing the Duke of injuſtice and cruelty 
towards her. In a few months Al- 
N fell a prey to the arts of an 

inſinuating 
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inſinuating Courtezan belonging to 


the opera. She ſpread her ſnares ſo 


ſucceſsfully, that Elvira was at firſt 
neglected, and then wholly forſaken. 


He hired for her a magnificent 
hotel, which he ſupported in a ſtyle 
of coſtly magnificence; and thoſe 
luxuries to which rank, beauty and 
innocence entitled the Ducheſs, but 
which the .neither coveted nor en- 

Joyed, were profuſely laviſhed on his 
extravagant and abandoned miſtreſs. 
What his fortune would not allow, 


was amply made up by the univerſal 
* 


credit his name could command; 
| and 


* 
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and Elvira was daily ſhocked by the 
unfeeling eulogiums he beſtowed on 
his favourite, even 1n her preſence. 
Whenever the viſited any place of 
public amuſement, ſhe was ſure to 
{ce her rival there, whoſe impudence 
and oſtentation were diſplayed for 
the purpoſe of inſulting her; yet all 
could not draw from her a word of 
reproach: ſhe lamented in ſilence her 
wayward deſtiny, and pitied the in- 
fatuation of her huſband. Had ſhe 
loved him, the keenneſs of her ſor- 


row would have ſubdued her natural | 


placid diſpoſition; and the rebukes 
of love might have had mack influ 
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ence over Him, than the patient in- 
difference with which ſhe bore his 
miſtonduct. 


To the intimacy which had for- 
merly ſubſiſted between the Duke 
Alphonſo and Doh Julien, a mutual 
averſion ſodn ſucceeded. The Duke 
was ſeldom at home; and when he 
ſaw Don Julien there, the ſeverity 
of his looks terrified the unhappy 
Elvira. Don Pedro dared not to ex- 
poſtulate on his courſe of life, the 
fituation of his daughter's heart pre- 
cluded thofe complaints he might 
Fave juſtly uttered ; and he was but 


too 
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too well aſſured of the Duke's diſ- 
poſition being ſuch, as to avail him- 
ſelf of any pretext for treating her 
with more unkindneſs. He endea- 
voured by his own unremitting af- 
fection to adminiſter the balm of con- 
ſolation to her wounded mind; and 
at length refolved on attempting 
what reaſon and juſtice would effect 
in the heart of the Duke Las-Caſas, 
to whom he addreſſed himſelf by let- 
ter, unknown to his family, and re- 
preſented in all the bitterneſs of his 
heart his own anguiſh, and that of 
his daughter, at the impending ruin 
which hung over the fate of Al- 
phonſo. E 2 The 
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The Duke received and peruſed 


his letter with attention. It has 
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been known that what natural aftec- 
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tion does not inſpire, family pride 
will frequently effect. It was fo 
with the Duke. He could not ſup-+ 
port the idea of his 1on's ſtaining a 


— 2 ä — fm 
„ — om ot, 
N 1 . = 
2 * — — 


. 


—— 


long line of anceſtry by an action un- 


7 % - 
4 - yp 


— 


. 
. 
= 


worthy of it. He began to view his 


” — 


D = = = 
— 2 — 5 . 


marriage in a true light: it was the 


* morn, _ 1 
* * 


haſty conſequence of a miſtaken and 
tranſitory paſſion, and could not now 
be recalled. But he could not re- 
concile the knowledge of the Houſe 
of Las-Caſas being dwindled bv it's 


illuſtrious heir into obſcurity ; and 
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as it was impoſſible for him to de- 
prive him of his birth- right, he felt 
alſo that he had no right to deprive 


him of it's advantages. 


He incloſed to Don Pedro a letter 
for Alphonſo: he was no ſtranger, 
he ſaid, to his preſent irregular 
courſe of life, and he thought it the 
duty of a Chriſtian and a father to 
endeavour to reclaim him; though 
he muſt ever, he added. reflect with 
horror on the difgrace be had 
brought on him by his unworthy 
alliance, yet he muſt equally diſap- 
prove his ill treatment of his wife, 


ih who, 


| 
1 
= 
| 
i 
| 
1 


* 

. o— I" — — 

o : 3 2 n 
—— - 


* 
7 
n - 
© * 
4 ' 
- 1 
6 
| l 
Z 'T 
5 
j 
J 
f 7 
7 
* #4 
x 
= 3 8 
5 - 
U ah 
» = 
- = 
- * * 
» 4 a = 
| 5 4 g 3 
4.562 
| CF hd 
I 
:- F 
811 
by 
LE 
- 
1 
„ 
11 
12 * 
£ 


a ——_ 
nr 
2 ae e + LE 
— 4 3 


54 TAE WANDERINGS | 


who, had the any ſenfibility, muſt 
be ſufficiently puniſned by the con- 
{ciouſnefs of having feduced one of 
the firſt Noblemen in Spain from his 
duty, and what he owed to himſelf, 
to gratify an ambition to which ſhe 
ſhould not have dared to aſpire. He 


| concluded by commanding Alphonſo 


to join him immediately at Madrid, 
where he aſſured him ſuch meaſures 


ſhould be taken as might effectually 
ſecure him from further diſgrace, 
and from which his efforts might 
not at -a future period be able to re- 
dieve him. 


Alphonſo, 
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Alphonſo, whoſe day of retribu- 
tion was not yet arrived, was per- 
fectly indifferent to this unexpected 
change of ſentiments in his father. 
His firſt care was to conſult his fa- 
voyrite Signora in what manner he 
ſhould reply to him. She was con- 
vinced of the deranged {ſtate of his 
affairs, and of the neceſſity there was 
of turning his mind to what would 
be moſt conducive to her own ad- 
vantage. | 


With theſe ideas, ſhe intreated 
him to return to Madrid, and to ſe- 
coud in every thing the wiſhes of 
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his father. She aſſured him of her 


everlaſting conftancy, and drew 


from him a promiſe that ſhe ſhould 
henceforward ſhare in his good for- 
tune; which conſideration was not 
the leaſt to determine him to pur- 
ſue it. 


Alphon ſo, guided only by his miſ- 
treſs, returned to Don Pedro's houſe, 
and communicated the contents of 
his father's letter to him, and to El- 
vira. They were both of the ſame 
opinion that he ſhould inſtantly go 
to Madrid; and flattered themſelyes 
that it was the moſt likely meaſure 
to 
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to break off the ruinous connection 
he had ſo fatally engaged in. Al- 
phonſo coincided with their deſires ; 
and a day was appointed for his ſet- 


ting out on his journey. 


On the morning of his departure 
he took a ſolemn leave of Elvira; 


He frankly acknowledged a juſt 


ſenſe of his miſconduct towards her; 


and with more tenderneſs than ſhe 
ſuppoſed him ſtill to poſſeſs, he fer- 
vently implored her forgiveneſs. 


He was naturally of an artleſs and 


ingenuous diſpoſition ; he reproach- 


ed 
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ed himſelf with a weakneſs in which 
his heart bore little or no ſhare, and 
determined to conquer it in favour 
of his wife. She heard him with 
fixed attention, and aſſured him from 
her ſoul of her conſtant fidelity. She 
mentioned Don Julien as the friend 
of her youth, but in terms that left 
him no room to doubt her veracity ; 
ſhe called qn the High Ruler of 
events to witneſs her inagcence, and 
ſpotleſs partiality towards him. 
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Alphonſo, whoſe mind was ſoft- 
ened;by contending paſſions, and the 


preſent ;crifis of his fate, with equal 
truth 
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truth aſſured her of his reſolution 
never more to depart from the ſa- 
cred character with which ſhe had 
inveſted him, but to paſs the re- 


mainder of his life in endeavouring 


to make her's happy: he knew that 
the firſt ſtep towards it would be a 
reconciliation with his father, and 
he determined to exert every poſſible 
means to accompliſh it. With theſe 
aſſurances, he bade her adieu, wiped 
the tears from her cheek; and after 
earneſtly exhorting Don Pedro to 
watch over her with unremitting 


care, he ſtepped into his carriage, 
and began his journey to Madrid. 
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CONCLUSION 


OF THE 


HISTORY OF ELFIRA. 


OR a few hours, the image of 
Elvira triumphed over his be- 
wildered mind ; but with returning 
night, his fatal prepoſſeſſion ſtole 
upon him with it's wonted influ- 


ence ; and a wiſh of ſeeing once 
more the objeCt of it, was no ſooner 
| formed 
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formed than executed. His valet, 


who had been long in his confidence, 
heard without ſurprize his intention 
of re- viſiting Cadiz for a few hours. 
They had not travelled more than 
five leagues; and Alphonſo ſuppoſed, 
that under the covert of the night, 
it was poſſible for his enterprize to 


eſcape obſervation. 


lu his way to the houſe that con- 
tained his faſcinating Syren, he was 
obliged to paſs by the abode of Don 
Pedro. As the wheels of his car- 
riage rattled under the lofty walls of 
the hotel, he. caſt a look of regret at 
them, 
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them, and mourned the invincible 
fatality that wasat that moment im- 


pelling him to an act no reaſon could 
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juſtify. The nearly extinguiſhed 
lamps that ſurrounded them were 
half buried in their ſockets, as if un- 


willing to light him to perdition ; 


1 and as he cafl up his eyes towards 


the dwelling of innocence and peace, 
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With an oppreſſed heart, he alight- 
ed at the door of Signora B——; 
| the family was in bed, but her wait- 
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ing· woman ſooti appeared to receive 
him. She infortned him, with much 
apparetit conſternation, of the de- 
plorable ſtate her miſtreſs had been 
reduced to by his abrupt departure; 
ſhe had been obliged, ſhe ſaid, to 
omit the duty of her attendance at 
the Opera, and had not been more 
than two hours in a ſtate of compo- 
ſure, owing to What had been pre- 
ſcribed her by the faculty, under ap- 
prehenſion of the worſt conſequences 
from the violence of her grief. She 
entreated him not to attempt ſeeing 
her that night, but offered to pre- 
pare a bed, and aſſured him that the 

ſhould 
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ſhould keep Watch in her miſtreſs's 
apartment, and would not fail to ap- 
prize her of his arrival, whenever 


ſhe awoke, and to conduct him thi- 
ther. 


Alphonſo retired to his apartment, 
but his agitated mind would not al- 
low of reſt. After a few hours paſſ- 
ed in fruitleſs expectation, his impe- 
tuous ſoul hurried him to the cham- 
ber-door of his favourite, and he 
gently knocked for admiſſion. No 


anſwer was returned, but the ſound 
of voices in low canverſation, caught 


his attentive ear, He attempted to 
open 
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open the door, but it reſiſted his 
trembling hand. Still the voices 
continued, and his impatience in- 
creaſed. At length, ſuſpicion, with 
the ſwiftneſs of lightning, darted on 
his agitated mind. He called to her 
repeatedly, and what he could not 
command by gentleneſs, he deter- 
mined to obtain by force. He burſt 
open the door; and, to his utter 
aſtoniſhment, perceived a young En- 
gliſhman, of the name of Faulkner, 
in her arms. 


Mr. Faulkner haſtily aroſe; and 
as he underſtood but little Spaniſh, 
VOL, 11, F | could 
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could with difficulty explain himſelf 
to the Duke, who, however, was 
ſufficiently ſatisfied with what he 
had ſeen, not to add to his folly, by 
riſking his life in a cauſe, wherein 
the name of an abandoned worthleſs 


woman, could only reflect diſhonour 
on himſelf. 


He immediately departed ſrem 
Cadiz, and reached Madrid, in the 
hope that his adventure would re- 
main unknown ; but in this he was 


miſtaken; it was ſoon circulated 


throughout Cadiz, and was carried 


to Don Pedro's houſe, with the ad- 
| dition 
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dition of an intended duel between 


the Duke and Mr. Faulkner. This 
intelligence was doubly ſhocking to 
Elvira, and her father, but they 
were ſoon ſatisfied of the untruth of 
the latter circumſtance, by an inter- 


view between Don Julien and Mr. 
Faulkner. 


Several hints, that had been at 
different times dropped by Don Ju- 
lien, had planted the thorn of diſ- 
truſt in the heart of the young 
Ducheſs againſt Donna Anna. She 
at length began to view her perfidi- 
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ous couſin in her true light, and a 
viſible alteration took place in her 
deportment. Donna Anna was ſen- 
fibly mortified at the fruſtration of 
her wiſhes in Don Julien. She ac- 
cuſed Elvira as it's primitive cauſe; 
and in a mind like her's, diſappoint- 
ment and revenge were equally alike. 


She was unwearied in her endeavours 


to lay hold of ſomething imprudent 


in the conduct of both; but not all 
her arts could effect the ſlighteſt de- 
viation from virtue in Elvira, or 


throw, for a moment, off his guard 


the deeply impaſſioned Don Julien. 


The 
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The Duke's young friend, Count 
Franciſco, . came on a vifit to Don 
Pe Iro and the Ducheſs. He had at 
firſt ſight felt an inclination for Don- 
na Anna, and would not have met 
with any oppoſition to the offer of 
his heart and hand, which he had 
once in contemplation, but he had, 
to her utter misfortune, been in- 
formed by the Duke Las-Caſas to 
whom he owed the knowledge of 
the proceedings at Bruſſels and elfe- 
where. Such perfidy could not fail 
to convert his liking into an utter 
abhorrence, nor did he fail, at their 
next meeting, to declare to her 
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what had been his former ſenti- 


ments in her favour, and to what | 
was owing their preſent change.— 
He brought tidings of joy to Don 
Pedro and his daughter. The Duke 
Las-Caſas was reconciled to his ſon, 


and had preſented him with a coun- 


try-houſe near Madrid, of which El- 


vira was, by his own nomination, to 


become the miſtreſs. He had not 
altogether promiſed to ſee her there, 
but he had left them little room to 
doubt his future good intentions in 
their favour. This welcome intelli- 


gence could not arrive at a more fa- 


vourable juncture; Don Pedro was 


ſuffering 
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ſuffering under the torments of in- 
expreſſible diſtreſs ; the expenditure 
of his family, far beyond his circum- 
ſtances, and the large engagements 
he had contracted for his ſon-in-law, 
had reduced his worldly affairs to ſo 
low an ebb, that he ſunk at once 
under the dread of it's being publicly 
ſuſpected, and the more heart-rend- 
ing idea, that it would ſoon become 


impracticable for him to conccal it. 


Elvira's fortune, independent of 
her father, ſtill remained untouched; 
it was ſufficient to have made her 


bappy in private life, but it was too 
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little to ſupport the dignity of the 
Ducheſs de Caſtarella. They re- 
turned a modeſt, but candid and de- 
cifive anſwer to the Duke's propo- 
ſals. Elvira declared her reſolution 
of never abandoning her father; ra- 
ther than do which, ſhe was con- 
tent, ſhe ſaid, to forego all the ad- 
vantages that might be derived from 


{plendour, and even the countenance 


of the Duke Las-Caſas. 


After a ſhort negociation between 
the parties, in which Count Fran- 
ciſco bore the principal part, it was 
propoſed to Don Pedro by the Duke, 
that 
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that he ſhould diſpoſe of his houſe at 
Cadiz, and take up his reſidence at 
Franca- Villa (the place before men- 
tioned) with Elvira and her huſband. 
To this no reaſonable objections could 
be alledged, and every thing was put 
in readineſs for a removal, that 
brought no ideal ſatisfaction to the 
heart of the too ſuſceptible Elvira. 


It was now that her firſt, her 
only attachment engroſſed her whole 
ſoul. She was going waere ſhe 
ſhould never more behold Don Ju- 
lien: the was forbid by every tie of 
religion and duty the forlorn indul- 
gence 
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gence of ruminating on their love, 
The happy hours of infancy. were 
paſt : ſhe had been loſt to her lover, 
betrayed by her friend, and ſhe had 


gained only by an unhappy union an 


empty title, to which her heart would 


never have aſpired, and which pro- 


miſed her nothing but the humilia- 
tion of being conſidered as a diſgrace 
to it. She had entered the houſe of 
Las-Caſas with at leaft indifference ; 
and the conduct of her huſbind was 
not calculated to conciliate her at- 
fection. Her woe · fraught mind en- 


deavoured to diſguiſe itſelf in tender- 


neſs to a father ſhe adored ; but in 
her 
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her hours of retirement ſhe gave an 
unlimited ſcope to her reflections, 
and theſe continually ended by a figh 
for Don Julien. He was not in a 
more enviable ſtate of mind. If his 
love was leſs ardent, it was equally 


fincere ; and his pity was in propor- 


tion to his love. He reſpected the 


ſentiment ſhe bore him, and would 
rather have died than abuſe it. A 


few days previous to their leaving 


Cadiz, Je had a Jong converſation 


with her in the preſence of Don 
Pedro. It was then that theſe un- 
happy lovers taſted for the laſt time 
the ſweet intercourſe ariſin g from a 
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true and unſullied affection: it Was 
then that they mutually lamented 
the ſevere and inexorable decree of 
fate, which had in thus forcing them 
aſunder, broken the bonds of nature, 
and transformed into the bitterneſs 
of keeneſt anguiſh and regret the 
hours which yet remained for them 
on earth, and which hallowed by 
the ſacred duties of connubial life, 
might have glided them impercepti- 
bly down its ſtream. 


A ſmall picture of Elvira, which 
hung ſuſpended to a gold chain in 


Don Pedro's drefling- room, and 
which 
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which had been hardly noticed by 
the Duke, was the only memento 
to which Don Julien aſpired at their 
Ions, and perhaps eternal ſeparation. 
Neither Elvira or her father had the 
heart to refuſe what he deemed the 


pledge of unalterable friendſhip; and 
he bore away his prize with as much 
delight as if it had poſſeſſed the fa- 
culty of ſpeaking peace and comfort 
to his diſordered mind. It was fixed 
that Donna Anna ſhould not accom- 
pany Elvira, This young perſon 
had rendered herſelf odious to all 
parties, and had forfeited by her du- 
plicity all pretenſions to the counte- 
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nance and favour of the Ducheſs and 
her friends. She had beſides met 
with the mortification of loſing all 
hopes of a deſirable alliance with 
Count Franciſco; and her temper, 
not naturally good, became ſoured 
in proportion to the failure of her 


projects. +. 


A day was ſoon fixed for their 
departure, and Elvira, with a break- 
ing heart, bade adicu to her beloved 
Cadiz. Don Julien remained there; 
but they parted not till himſelf and 
Don Pedro had agreed to meet at 
Madrid in the courſe of the enſuing 
winter. 
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They were to paſs through it on 
their way to Franca- Villa, and were 
received by the Duke Alphonſo, who. 
accompanied them. The dejected 
countenance and altered looks of El- 
vira were not loſt on him. He haſ- 
tily enquired what was become of 
Don Julien; and the faint glow that 
tinged her cheek at the mention of 
his name, was a confirmation to Al- 
phonſo of what he dreaded and be- 
lieved. The next morning they 
went forward to Franca- Villa, and 
were aſtoniſhed at the magnificence 
of it's appearance, The Duke Las- 
Caſas had been prodigal to an excefs 

in 
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in adorning this his favourite ſeat, 


for the reception, as he believed, of 
the Princeſs Leopoldine. He had 


been generous enough to leave un- 


touched thoſe things he had particu- 


larly allotted for her uſe; and it now 
ſecmed his intention to forget in the 
Ducheſs de Caſtarella the once hum- 


ble Elvira. In Count Franciſco ſhe 
poſſeſſed a zealous advocate : he was 


more eager than Alphonſo to intereſt 
the Duke in her behalf; and though 


he could not immediately ſucceed in 


determining him to fee her, he was 
not long in employing a ſtratagem 
which fully anſwered his moſt ſan- 
guine expectations. 
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Elvira, ſoon after her arrival at 
Franca- Villa, become the mother of 
a daughter ; but not even that event 
had power to fix the wavering affec- 
tions of her huſband. He beheld 
with equal indifference his wife and 
his offspring, and paſſed more of his 
time in the gay circles of Madrid, 
than in the peaceful retirement his 
father had allotted him. Count 
Franciſco, who let flip no opportu- 
nity that offercd to ſerve Elvira, with 
difficulty won upon the Duke Las- 
Caſas to viſit the environs of Franca- 
Villa, on pretence of giving ſome or- 
ders among his different tenantsthere. 
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He directed that the nurſe and in- 
fant ſhould be ſtationed on the road 
by which they were to paſs; and 
the Count immediately at fight of 
them ſtopped the carriage, and took 
the child in his arms. The Duke, 


whole feelings were ſoftened by his 


knowledge of Alphonto's neglect to- 


wards them, felt the joint impulſe of 


nature and humanity pleading forci- 


bly in his breaſt. He could not re- 


fiſt the defire of embracing his grand- 


child, whoſe innocence and beauty 
ſpoke more powerfully in behalf of 
an unhappy mother, than all the rhe- 
toric of Franciſco had been able to 


effect; 
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effect. He beheld this change in the 
Duke's ſentiments with that gene- 
rous rapture a heart like his can only 
inſpire ; but he ventured not to riſk 
his diſpleaſure by a requeſt in favour 


of Elvira. 


The Duke, who had not beheld 
unmoved the pleature which ſpark- 
led in the eyes of the Count at the 
notice he beſtowed on the child, 
nobly reſolved on not leaving the 
work half-finiſhed ; but ordered the 
ſervants to drive him to the lodge of 


_ Franca- Villa. 
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The Count ſat in ſilent admira- 
tion; and as ſoon as they arrived there, 
he was requeſted by the Duke to pro- 


ceed to the apartments of Elvira, and 


to apprize her of his intention to vi- 
ſit her. He found her little prepar- 
ed for his reception; and the men- 
tion of his name filled her with ter- 
ror. She however collected herſelf 
as far as ſhe was able, and proceeded 
into an apartment better calculated 


for the reception of her illuſtrious 


viſitor. 


The Duke, who had from the 


moment of his determination reſolv- 


ed 
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ed to lay aſide all prejudice againſt 
her, was ſtruck with the eaſe and 
gracefulneſs of her manner, as ſhe 
approached the door at which he en- 
tered, and reſpectfully dropped on 
her knees. He raiſed, and kiſſed her, 
while the tear of pleaſure rolled 


down his cheek. 


He baniſhed his natural inflexibi- 
lity, intreated her to compoſe het- 
ſelf; and with the aſſurance of par- 
don and protection, he ſoon took his 
leave. Scarce a day paſſed after this, 
on which the Duke did not ſend 
ſome preſent to Elvira; and at his 
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' ſecond viſit, he propoſed 155 paſſing 


a few weeks in his palace at Madrid. 


Perhaps this haſty tranſition in her 
favour was greatly owing to the to- 
tal negle& of Alphonſo to both. He 
paſſed the greateſt part of his time at 
the different country-houſes of his 
friends, and was perfectly indifferent 
to the reconciliation of his father 
with Elvira. The Duke, who be- 
came every day more prepoſſeſſed in 
favour of her, having once acknow- 
ledged her as his daughter, omitted 
nothing that could diſtinguiſh her as 
ſuch. He — her to the King, 


and 
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and the flattering reception ſhe met 
with at his Court, was the prelude 
to every other high conſideration. 


The rich jewels with which ſhe 
was adorned; the magnificence of 
her equipages, and the ſtate in which 
ſhe lived, all could not baniſh the 
remembrance of Don Julien. She 
ſought him every where, but ſhe 
ſought him in vain, He had fled 
far from the buſy ſcenes of Madrid, 
and among the retired mountains of 
Switzcrland buried himſelf and his 
afflictions. His mind continually 
hovered over Spain, and he ſome- 

64 times, 
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times, but not often, received from 
the only confidential friend he had 
left there, an account of the pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe of Las-Caſas. 
From him he learnt the ſituation of 
Elvira. He read, with an emotion 
not to be deſcribed, of the deep me- 
lancholy that pervaded her, and the 
calm indifference with which ſhe ap- 
peared to ſurvey every object around 
her. 


Don Pedro was honoured by an 
intimacy with the Duke, but the 
infirmities of age, and a heart ill at 
eaſe, (added to the embarraſſments 

from 
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from which he had lately with diffi- 


culty been extricated) had given him 


a diſguſt to public life, and he was 
anxious only to end his days in the 
arms of his daughter, in the beauti- 


ful retirement of Franca- Villa. 


For many months the name of 
Don Julien was buried in profound 
flence; but it had been better for 
Elvira, had ſhe indulged herſelf in 
the painful gratification of ſpeaking 
of him. 

She devoted every thought to his 


remembrance; and as ſhe ſighed 
over 
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over the gaudy trappings: that over- 
whelmed her, the lamented the im- 
poſſibility of ſharing his . obſcurity, 
A ſettled melancholy took entire 
poſſeſſion of her; the neglect of her 
huſband pained her tender mind, and 
ſhe could have wiſhed that his kind- 
neſs had left her no excuſe for de- 
voting her mind to one whom ſhe 


knew was alone capable to employ it. 


Had Alphonſo. been more con{tant, 
Elvira had been leſs wretched ; her 
grateful heart would have turned the 
ſhaft of reproach againſt itſelf; and 
though the wound was mortal, the 
cauſtic 
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cauſtic would have had it's deſired ef- 
fect. That ill-fated lovely woman for 
ſome time ſtruggled with her grief ; 
ſhe had no friend to whom ſhe dar- 
ed to confeſs it; and the only ſatis- 


faction of her life, ſhe derived from 


the conſciouſneſs of fulfilling her 
duty towards him who ſtrove not to 


deſerve it. For a time ſhe ſupported 


© herſelf with patient reſignation, but 


the feelings of nature at length re- 
ſiſted the endeavours of art, and ſhe 
ſunk under the preſſure of accumu- 
lated woe. She endeavoured to con- 
ceal the growing malady -under 
which ſhe was finking ; but it faſ- 
, tened 
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tened at length on her mind, and 
a total derangement of that was, 
perhaps, the only ſource of tempo- 
rary relief ſhe ever experienced. Her 
ſtate of mind became calm and ſe- 
rene; no worldly misfortunes ruffled 
her peace; ſhe ſeemed inſenſible to 
all; and not even the unabated ten- 
derneſs of her father, nor the unceaſ- 
ing attention of the Duke Las-Ca- 
ſas, had power to interrupt, but for 
a moment, the lingering apathy of 
her ſoul. She drooped like the beau- 
teous flower, ſilently bending it's 
bloſſoms before the withering blaſt; 
her heart was withered at the root, 


for 


OF THE IMAGINATION, 93 


for the early buds of hope had been 
nipped there by the blighting hand 
of diſappointment. 


Sometimes, when the moon's ſad 
influence uſurped a baneful dominion 
over the wretched victims to the 
paſſions of mankind, the gentle mind 


of Elvira would be transformed by 


it into the fatal repreſentation of ter- 


ritying madneſs. In thoſe paroxyſms, 
when horror aſlailed the features of 
all around her, deſpair fat prominent 
on her own, and, with uplifted hands 
and eyes, ſhe would wildly vocite- 
rate the name of Julien.— Julien, 

the 
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the adored, the abſent Julien, the 


called on to releaſe her from her 


galling ſlavery, and reproached him 


with ingratitude for having left her, 


Sometimes ſhe would, in acrimo- 
nious terms, accuſe her father of 
having fold her, then fink at his 


feet, and implore his forgiveneſs. 


Alphonſo, who but ſeldom faw 
her, had however overheard the 
name of Julien eſcape her. He pro- 
poſed to Don Pedro the adopting any 
meaſures that would be likely to 


contribute to the reſtoration of her 


ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, and would have gladly con- 
ſented to try the effect of Don Ju- 
lien's preſence, had he known whi- 


ther to ſend for him. 


The knowledge of the Ducheſs's 
ſituation was no ſeceret at Madrid; 
but the cauſe of it remained one to 
all but her own immediate attend- 
ants. Don Julien's friend, who 
could not be ignorant of their at- 
tachment, ſoon led him to ſuppoſe 
it, and diſpatched a letter to him, 
which was anſwered by his ſpeedy 
but concealed appearance at Madrid. 
He took up his reſidence under a 


feigned 


\ » _ n " 4 
_ n 99997 8 22 \ 
£ P eee — — a * 
” == r 1 n — - MR. — 1 — as 0 
* 


1 
For 
72 

7 
L 4 


. _— 


960 THE WANDERINGS - 


feigned name at his friend's houſe. 
There he had frequent opportunities 
of learning intelligence that was 
death to his peace; and he at length 
formed the rath reſolution of witneſ- 


ſing her misfortune. 


He repaired under a diſguile to 
Franca- Villa, and by the means of a 
gardener had an interview with the 


Ducheſs's firſt woman. 


She was an Italian, and poſſeſſed 
of more feeling than generally falls 
to the lot of an humble dependant: 


She watched over her unhappy Lady 
| | with 


er THE IMAGINATION... 97 


with tender ſolicitude, and carefully 
concealed from Don Pedro the fre- 
quent attempts ſhe had made to rid 
herſelf of the load of life which her 
gentleneſs had more powerfully pre- 
vented, than could have done all the 
force the medical tribe wiſhed to em- 
ploy againſt her. She had lately, in 
her more rational moments, fixed her 
favour and attention on this attend- 
ant; and at times ſhe was ſo perfect - 
ly ſenſible of the errors into which 
her miſeries had plunged her, that 
the would queſtion her as to the na- 
ture of her delirium. In one of theſe 
moments ſhe declared to her that the 
VOL, II. ir fight 
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ſight of Don Julien, were the per- 
mitted it, would repel her frenzy, 
and reſtore her troubled mind to reſt, 
At other times the would accuſe her 
father of having deſtroyed them both; 
and from the idea of his no longer 
exiſting, the moſt terrible conte- 
quences were to be apprehended. 
Don Julien, who remained cau- 
tiouſly concealed in the neighbour- 
hood, received daily accounts from 
his confidante, and at length pre- 
vailed on her to ſuffer him to ſteal 
in the middle of the night unobſerv- 


ed into the apartments of Elvira. 
| She 
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She was laying in a compoſed fleep 
when he entered her apartment; but 
the alteration in her countenance 
ſince he laſt beheld her rent his ſoul. 
It was with difficulty he could conr 
tain his exclamations of grief as he 
bent over the bed that contained her. 
A glimmering taper ſhone on he— 
pale face: ſhe opened her eyes, fixed 
them on him, and a frantic {mile be- 
gan to revive his agonized mind. 
Alas, the knew him not! Her words 
were incoherent, and her meaning 
convinced him too plainly of the 
vacancy of her ideas. Her attendant 
pronounced gently for the firſt time 
S-:- the 
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the name of Don Julien. It was a: 
ſhock of electricity to her weakened 
frame : ſhe ſtarted up. wildly in her 
bed, recollected him, and in that mo- 
ment of recollection her reaſon. re- 


turned. 


She opened her arms to receive 
him, and raiſin g her eyes to Heaven, 
implored it's bleſſings on his head. 
The effort was beyond her ſtrength. 
It was the laſt ſtruggle of departing 
fe: a convulſive ſigh ſucceeded; 
and as ſhe faintly uttered the name 
of · Julien, her ſoul took it's flight, 
and ſhe began to repoſe in the boſom 
of her God. | 


OF THE IMAGINATION. 181 


Don Julien was quietly removed 
from the chamber in a ſtate of men- 


tal ſtupefaction. 


The Duke Las-Caſas ſhared in 
the affliction of the venerable Don 
Pedro, and ſoftened the ſhort time 
that was afterwards allotted him on 
earth, as the only inſtance of reſpect 
and regard he could henceforth ſhew 
to the memory of Elvira. He went 
to reſide in the Duke's Palace at 
Madrid; and the improving charms | 
of their little grand - child, the legacy 
of their ſoul's beſt treaſure, divided 
their fondeſt affections. 


H 3 The 
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The Duke Alphonſo was for a 
time inconſolable: he was never ſen- 
ſible of her value till he had loſt her; 
but as ſoon as the expiration of her 

mourning was over, he was ſucceſs— 
ful in his addreſſes to the Princets 
Leopoldine, to whom he made a bet- 

ter huſband; and a few years totally 
: obliterated from his memory the re- 
membrance of the unfortunate El- 


vira. 


Don Julien returned to Switzer— 

; land, and among the high Alps con- 
ſecrated his life to books, and a few 
choſen friends: no other woman 

ever 
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ever ſhared his affections. He ereCt- 
ed a ſmall monument to the memory 
of his firſt love; and found his only 
conſolation to ariſe from mourning 
over the hallowed pile, until death 
releaſed him from his woes, and in a 
better world he ſought for his El- 


vira. 


88 SIXTH 
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SIXTH WANDERING. 


T was in one of : thoſe fine au- 


tumnal evenings, when the Sun, 
while ſinking beneath the. laſt cloud 
of departing day, tinged the blue 
mountains with a, paly light, that 
chance directed my footſteps from 
Chep/iow, to the all- charming and 
romantic retirement of Pierceffeld. 
The deputed guardian of it's woods 
indulged 
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indulged my requeſt, and leſt me to 
my ſelf. 


As I wandered alone and penſive 
over the beauteous ſcene, no noiſe 
but the ſoft moaning of the leaves 
gently agitated by the Summer 
breeze, or the diſtant voice of the 
nightingale, interrupted my medita- 
tions, while I ſilently and ſadly la- 
mented the fate of it's late unfortu- 
nate, and hoſpitable poſſeſſor. Was 
it from hence (thought I) that our 
'Airſt parents were precipitated into 
the abyſs of woe, and will Man be 
never reſignod to his lot? Will he 
prefer 
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prefer to that path which Nature 
pointed out for him to follow, the 
tongue of envy—the voice of de- 
traction the ruin of his fortune 
the injury of his health—the wreck 
of his peace—and ſacrifice to a vi- 
ſion, the pure, the unadulterated 
joys of rural and domeſtic felicity ? 
Vain and tranſitory are all ſublunary 
deſires; and the objects of what- 
ever kind our fantaſtic imagination 
greedily purſues, ſoon cloy in the 
poſſeſſion. There is no ſubſtantial 


delight but that which we derive 


from conſcious rectitude; and the 


viciſſitudes of the World, like the 
turbu- 
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turbulence of the Ocean, if they do 
not plun ge the incautious into actual 
perdition, will, by annihilating their 
ſenſes, leave in them a blank, that 


no future period will fill up. 


The gloom that was beginning 
to dim the horizon, inſenſibly en- 
veloped my ideas, and the ſolitude 
of the woods heightened it. It was 


the hour when the ſky-lark chaunt- 
ed it's evening hymn to it's Creator, 


as it ſoared beyond the confines of 


tight. The lofty pines waved their 
high heads to the wind, and now 
and then a few ſtraggling leaves, 
that 
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that had loitered beyond their time, 
ruſtled through the thick branches, 
while gently falling towards the 
ground. 


On a ſudden, the voice of diſtant 
-muſic caught my ear. I liſtened, 
and diſtinguiſhed the ſweet ſounds 
of the plaintive harp. My heart re- 
ſponſively echoed the mournful me- 
lody, and I approached the ſpot from 
-whence it iſſued. The Harper, 
whom I recollected to have ſeen be- 
fore, was blind, and infirm, and his 


name was Llewyllin. Ie was fit- 
ting at the foot of a tree, and his 
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dog, who ſat watchfully by him re- 
tained his ſtation, ſeeming ſenſible 
of the attractions his maſter poſſef-- 
ſed, inſtead of being impreſſed with 
fear, or alarm, at the approach of à 
ſtranger. 

A very lovely girl, more intereſt- 
ing than beautiful, ſtood leaning: 
20amfſt the tree in a penſtve attitude; 
the obſerved me, and, as if recover 
ing from the reverie I had inter- 
rupted, with a ſoft, but dejected 
imile, requeſted her father (for fuch- 
found him to be) would repeat the 
variations of Pleyell's German Hymn. 

— 
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The flow, and ſolemn meaſure raiſ- 
ed my ſoul to Heaven, while my up- 
lifted eyes invoked the pardon of hu- 
man frailties, and the rapturous en- 


thuſiaſm invigorated my mind. 


The Harper aroſe, his dog trotted 
on before, and I accepted the prot- 
fered arm of the lovely Julia. Our 
converſation was on trifling ſubjects, 
and the increaſing darkneſs added an 
awful ſolemnity to the ſtillneſs of 
the ſcene, as the bat flitted round 
us, and the ſolitary owl poured 
forth her wailing plaints to the 
fullriſing Orb of Night. From the 

high 
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high eminence we eſpied the beauti- 


ful little town of Chep/fow ; it's va- 


rious lamps reflected on the ſmooth 
ſurface of the Severn, while the diſ- 
tant daſhing of oars proclaimed our 
re-union with the world, from which 
the peaceful groves of Piercefield had 


juſt before ſeemed to ſeparate us. 


Julia and I, whoſe taſtes already 


appeared to be formed for each other, 


delighted ourſelves with the majeſ- 


tic ſcenery above and below us. We 
retraced to our memories The Sor- 
rows of Merter, while we gazed on 
his favourite conſtellation, and com- 


pared 
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pared it's ſuperionty over the lumi- 
nous bodies that ſurrounded it. But 
alas! theſe chearing proſpects glad- 
dened not the heart of our compa» 
nion; his day was ſet in everlaſting 
night, and I fighed while I ſurveyed 
the marks of placid reſignation that 


beamed on his benign countenance. . 


accepted Julia's- invitation, and 
accompanied her home. She inha- 
bited, with her father, a ſmall neat 
eottage, which ſhe had adorned with 
the elegant ornaments of ruſtic ſim- 
plicity: ſhe touched the harp with 
beſs ſkill than did her father, but the 


graces 
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gracefulneſs of her attitude while 
ſeated at it, was all her own. She 
had a winning ſweetneſs of manners, 
and a captivating gentleneſs of diſpo- 
fition, which alike charmed and ſe- 


cured the hearts of thoſe who be- 


held her. With pious diligence ſhe 
diſcharged the duties of filial care; 
and as ſhe watched over him with 
affectionate zeal, ſhe prevented the 
deſires of her father. 


We parted at an early hour, more 
refreſhed than fatigued by the exceſ- 


ive long walk we had taken; our 
minds had expanded in the ia- 


VOL. II. I terview, 
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terview, and it was the beginning 
of an acquaintance that ſeemed to 
promiſe an exquiſite ſource of men- 


tal enjoyment, both to Julia and my- 
ſelf. 


Till the preſent moment, the inter- 
courſe of male friendſhip had been 
unkuown to Julia. The inhabitants of 
Chepſtow, where they had lived five 


years, were either too lofty, or too 


low, to afford gratification to a ſui- 
ceptible mind. Yet, although her 
knowledge of the world extended no 
farther than what ſhe could collect 
from the books of a ſmall circulating 
library, 
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library, with which ſhe beguiled the 
| heavy hours of her father, ſhe had 

acquired from theſe, and the poliſh- 
ed underſtandin g with which Nature 
had endowed her, thoſe requiſites 
which alone were neceſſary to ren- 
der her a moſt deſirable and intereſt- 


ing companion. 


We met every day, and our friend- 
ſhip was eſtabliſhed in leſs time than 
cuſtom allows to a common ac- 
quaintance. Julia, whoſe notions 
were above the prejudices of the vul- 
gar, would artleſsly reveal to me her 

I 2 ideas 
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ideas as they aroſe, but left me to 
conjecture on the ſubject of her heart, 
which, from her frequent ſighs, and 
ſome very diſtant hints, I could per- 
ceive had not been hitherto in ſen- 


ſible. 


We went frequently to Pierce- 
field, where, after placing Mr. Lle- 
wyllin on a convenient ſeat, we 
would wander from him juſt far 
enough to hear the diſtant ſounds 
of the harp, which, as they died 
away, marked the length of our 
progreſſion. 


Julia 
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Julia, in one of thoſe walks, took 
occaſion to enquire of me, if I had 
ever ſeen Swanſea? I anſwered her 


in the negative, and ſhe added with 


a ſigh, that her father would deſcribe 
it to me better than ſhe could. The 
evening dews were beginning to fall, 
and we joined him in our walk to- 


wards home. 


We were no ſooner arrived there, 
than I repeated to him Julia's queſ- 
tion, which he anſwered, by giving 
me his narrative, in the following 
words, 


1 5 THERE 
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THE 


HISTORY OF LLEWYLLIN. 


© FN the town of Glamorgan, 

Madam, I drew my firſt breath 
of life ; but my entrance into the 
world was marked by the depriva- 
tion of it's firſt bleſſing. As I never 
beheld the day (of which I can only 
form a very imperfect idea), Iam the 
better reconciled to my unhappy deſ- 


tiny. 


$3» 
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tiny. One keen regret alone embit- 
ters my exiſtence ; and although I 


muſt not repine at the diſpenſations 


of Providence, nor arraign the juſtice 


of the Moſt High, I fetl to it's full 
extent the miſery of having never 
been bleſſed with the fight of my 
daughter, whole piety has ſuſtained 
my drooping years, and almoſt taught 
me to forget that I have a wiſh un- 


gratified.“ 


At that moment a ſtring of the 
harp, which ſtood in it's uſual cor- 
ner, ſnapped aloud, and Julia taking 
it under her arm withdrew with it 

14 into 
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into her own apartment, ſeemingly 
rejoiced at a pretext to leave the 
room, that ſhe might conceal by re- 
tiring the viſible emotion that began 
to overſpread her feeling counte- 


Nance. 


The old man requeſted her to put 
it in proper order, and continued his 


ſtory. 


As it was impoſſible for me to 
be brought up to any buſineſs in the 
town where we lived, and as my 
love of muſic had from my earlieſt 
years ſurpaſſed every other inclina- 
tion, 
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tion, my. father. propoſed. ſending me 
to London in. my. nineteenth year, 
that! might try in the muſical world 
whether my abilities were ſufficient 
to enſure me there a quiet and com- 
fortable independence. But before 
he could adopt any meaſure that he 
thought likely to ſucceed, I had, 
without his knowledge, accepted the 
offering of a heart born to pity and 
to love me. A niece of my father's 
reſided under our roof: her unceaſing 
aſliduities and advances which I could 
not fail to comprehend, drew from 
me a ſentiment hitherto unknown, 


and influenced every future action of 
my 


a? 
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my life. My couſin was young, and, 
J have heard, handſome. Tis pro- 
bable, that had my ſituation been 
different, we might never have been 
united; but the pleaſure ſhe took in 
deſcribing the objects around me, 
and that tender compaſſion ſhe ſo 
evidently felt for my hapleſs infir- 
mity, ſoon diſpoſed my heart to the 
warmeſt gratitude, and to that a more 
tender paſſion ſoon ſucceeded. The 
reſult of this attachment ſoon made a 
viſible alteration on the perſon of my 
couſin ; and our intercourſe, which 
had been long ſuſpected, was at 
length diſcovered. An immediate 


marriage 


\- 
* 
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marriage was the conſequence ; but 
the day that gave life to my Julia, 


deprived her mother of it. 


About this time, while we were 
yet uncertain whether I ſhould go, 
and as my father's houſe was a con- 
tinual memento of my late fad loſs, 
Mr. David Evans viſited our town, 
and as he excelled on the harp, took 
pleaſure to inſtru me. I devoted 
my time to his leſſons, and their 
practice; but my ſtudies would have 
been ſoon interrupted by his depar- 
ture, had not Sir Herbert Williams 


arrived with his family at an eſtate 
1 
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he had lately purchaſed between 
Swanſea and Glamorgan, and inſiſted 
on Evans taking up his reſidence in 


his houſe. 


In the courſe of the enſuing 
ſummer many gentlemen who viſit- 
ed that delightful ſpot, were pleaſed 
to beſtow the higheſt encomiums on 
my performances : they propoſed my 
making the tour of England, and 
held forth the moſt flattering 
miſes of liberal patronage and ſup- 


pro- 


port. A ſubſcription was, at the 
cloſe of the ſeafon, raiſed by them ; 
and Evans who wiſhed for (though 
he 
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he did not abſolutely want) money, 
ſold me at a moderate price the harp 
now in my poſſeſſion, having another 
which he preferred to it. 


I quickly ſallied forth as an ad- 
venturer, and for ſome time ſucceed- 
ed beyond my expectations. I was 
admired, courted, and careſſed; but 
the novelty at length diſſipated the 
charm, and I was no ſooner, accord- 
ing to my own ideas, eſtabliſhed in 
one place, than I found it was be- 
come neceflary to remove to another. 
I wandered from town to town dur- 
ing an interval of thirteen years. 


Sometimes 
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Sometimes I re-viſited Glamorgan ; 
but my vanity had been to much 
| flattered by the paſt, and my hopes 
too much raiſed by the expectation 
of the future, to allow me to doubt 
for a moment that fortune would not 
pour into my lap, and that it would 
be always time enough for me to lay 
by a ſufficient proviſion for the ſup- 
port and comfort of my old age. 


I repaired at length to London, 
and diſplayed my talents there ; but, 
to my utter aſtoniſhment, I played 
for more applauſe than gain. Here 


my ſun of glory would have probably 
ſat, 
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fat, had not the Count d'Adhemar, 
at that time Ambaſſador from the 
Court of France, become, unſolicit- 
ed, the moſt liberal of my patrons. 
On his diſcovering that my circum- 
ſtances were not adequate to the ex- 
pences of my exiſtence, and, as he 
was pleated to add, to my merit, he 
deputed me the bearer of a private 
letter which he addreſſed to the 
Queen, who failed not at Yer/aulles 
to dittinguiſh his recommendation 
with marks of her moſt zealous ap- 
probation. I had the honour to at- 
tend her Majeſty, and to give her 
ſome leſſons on her favourite harp. 


She 


condi — — ꝓ—— — , * 
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She was particularly charmed with 


the ſweetneſs of the Scots ballads, 
which were unknown in that king- 
dom; nor did ſome of the old Welſh. 


ditties fail to delight her ear. She 


vouchſafed in commiſerating my in- 
firmity, to alleviate it's anguiſh, and 
ſoon gave me a preference over the 
French maſters, under whole inſtruc- 
tions ſhe had not made the proficien- 
cy to which herbrilliant talents were 
fully competent. In this ſituation 1 
ſhould have probably remained, had 
not envy, that loves not merit, dart - 
ed it's ſmooth-tongued venom on a 
creature whoſe only offence was 

misfortune ; 
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misfortune ; an offence the more 
dangerous, as in her generous heart 
it ſuperſeded every other conſidera- 


tion. 


The Queen ordered her Treaſurer 


to give me a rouleau of fifty Louis- 
d'ors, and condeſcended to ſay that 
ſhe was ſo well ſatisfied with the in- 


ſtructions I had given her, that the 
diſmiſſed me againſt her inclination, 


and did ſo only in compliance with 
the diſcontent of my competitor, 
who found himſelf mortified' that a 
foreigner, and particularly an En- 

VOL, II. K oliſhman,. 
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an ſhould have obtained her 
protection to his prejudice, 


But my pride had received a 
wound that was not to be healed in 
France, For my diſgrace various 
might be the cauſes aſſigned, and 
perhaps the only real one concealed 
compliment to Monſieur — PE: 
determined therefore to return to 
Glamorgan, and found on my arrival 
there that Evans was lately dead ; 
and from ſome hints that had been 
dropped by Sir Herbert Williams, it 
appeared probable that it was his 


with for me to ſucceed him. Ot 
this 
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this 1 was informed by Julia, who 
had been frequently noticed by Sir 
Herbert and his fon, Mr. Williams, 
who ſometimes called in at my fa- 
ther's houſe, and heard Julia with 
pleaſure touch the harp, which ſhe 
accompanied with a voice ſweet and 
melodious, though not powerful. 


A few days after my return, Sir 


Herbert ſent for me, and I was of 


neceſſity accompanied by my. daugh- 


ter. He enquired into my. ſtory; 
and on finding me diſcuſted with: 
travelling, which could not afford to 
me the ſmalleſt ſhared of. that ſatis- 
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faction experienced from it by the 
reſt of mankind, he propoied my 
ſettling at Swanſea; and from the 
double motive of compaſſion for my 
ſituation, and his having been accuſ- 
tomed by Evans to the enjoyment of 
- muſic, he immediately ſettled on me 
an annuity of fifty pounds for my 
life, and gave me the apartment that 
had been occupied by my prede- 
ceſſor. 


In the following year my father 
died, and Julia remained unprovided 
for. I knew not how to diſpoſe of 
her; and to ſend her to London, 

g where 
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where ſhe had no friends, was re- 
pugnant to my feelings. She was 
young, ſuſceptible, and, I was told, 
handſome; add to theſe, her affec- 
tion for me would not allow the idea 


of our ſeparation, and ſhe took up 


for the preſent her abode at a friend's 
houſe, in Swanſea, and employed 
herſelf with ſuch work as Sir Her- 
bert's houſekeeper chole to give her, 
more for the diſpolition of her time 
than for any emolument ſhe could 


derive from it. 


Sir Herbert had one daughter mar- 
r1ed in Scotland, who ſeldom or ever 
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viſited bim; and his only ſon, who 
hved with him, had imbibed, from 
the example of his father, ſince the 
deat of Lady Williams, a love for 
ſolitude, and a partiality for Swanſea, 
that prevented his wiſhes from rov- 
ing beyond it. The old Englith hoſ- 
pitality prevailed in their houſe, but 
it's viſitors were confined to their 
poorer neighbours, who always found 
a welcome in it. 


„There was a communication 


through a ſhrubbery into a part of 
Sir Herbert's houſe, in which was 
my apartment. From thence my 

Julia 
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Julia could ſteal unperceived there, 
when at times ſhe wiſhed to viſit 
me, unreſtrained by the neceſſary 
formalities of dreſs, or the being ob- 
ſerved by the family. 


J was one morning expecting 
het at the uſual hour, and for the 
firſt time ſhe diſappointed me. I 
waited for her in vain, and toward 
evening began to grow alarmed at 
her abſence. I borrowed the arm of 
a ſervant, and repaired to her lodg- 
ing. She had not been ſeen. there 
ſince the morning; and after leaving 
a meſſage for her, I returned home, 
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under the certainty of finding her 
there. But no one had ſeen her, 
neither did I hear from her till the 
following evening, when ſhe enter- 
ed my apartment, and I could diſco- 
ver, from the trembling agitation of 
her voice, that ſomething particular 
had diſturbed her. On my queſ- 
tioning her about the diſpoſal of her 
time during the preceding day, 1 
found that her anſwers were vague 
and incoherent, which, .on my ob- 
ſerving, the native candour of her 
heart prevailed, and ſhe eagerly aſk- 
ed me if I could forgive her revealing 
to me a ſecret that had got the bet- 
| ter 
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ter of her reaſon, and without too 
harſhly condemning, adviſe her how 
to act under the preſent embarraſſing 
| ſtate of her mind? I was ſo totally 
thunderſtruck by this preparation, 
that I could only entreat her in- 
ſtantly to ſatisfy me but to my firſt 
emotion, ſurprize, terror, every ſets 
ation that could proceed from the 
honeſty of my heart ſucceeded, 
while the uttered—** Your Julia has 

dared to aſpire to the ſon of her fa- 
ther's benefactor.“ —I interrupted 
her, and for a moment all my paſt 
affection for her was buried in the 


moſt bitter reſentment, | 
4 Ihe 
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She conjured me to hear her, 


and I promiſed to do ſo. * Yes,” 


the continued. your daughter has 
liſtened to the moſt tender profeſ- 
ſions of honourable love, but ſhe is 
bold to ſay that ſhe could deſpiſe Hi 
who has offered it, had he even hint - 
ed at the deſtruction of her inno- 
innocence. Mr. Williams has pri- 


vately and frequently met me. He 


has pledged his honour that he will 


never give his hand to another; but 


he expreſſes himſelf too well con- 


vinced of your integrity, and grati- 
tude to his father, to entruſt you 
with a ſecret, which it is moſt eſ- 

ſential 
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ſential to his views ſhould never be 
diſcovered by him.” 


1 entreated my daughter to leave 
me, while I ruminated what mea» 
ſures I could adopt to ſecure-my own 
eſteem, without betraying Mr. Wil- 
hams. I determined to ſee him; 
for how was it poſſible my Julia 
ſhould ſuffer in his eſteem by the 
candid declaration ſhe had made 
me ?—1 requeſted the honour of half 
an hour's private converſation with 
him in my apartment the ſame even- 
ing, and I had no reaſon to repent 
my ſincerity, He was ingenuous in 

the 
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the extreme, and in a few minutes 
diſpelled the anxiety, (I will not ſay 
doubt) that my daughter's firſt words 
had occaſioned. He declared to me, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, his un- 
alterable reſolution of uniting him 
ſelf to her, whenever he ſhould be 
at liberty to declare his choice, Which 
was reſtrained for the preſent, both 
by his father and his uncle; from the 
latter he had only to combat with 
pecuniary conſiderations ; but for his 
father he had the moſt tender affec- - 
tion, and the idea of diſtreſſing him 
would have been nearly as terrible 
as that of forſaking the darling ob- 

ject 


* 
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jet to whom ] perceived, but too 
plainly, he was for ever devoted. 


% Mr. Williams's confidence de- 
manded the fulleſt return of mine ; 
but my honour was deeply intereſt- 


ed, and to his J conſigned the care 


of it. 


After many conferences, and 
meetings between us, (during which 
he ſaw not Julia) he conſented to 
. my urgent requeſt, that of unbo- 
ſoming our ſituation to Sir Herbert. 
Mr. Williams, with all the impetu- 


oſity of youth, believed what he hop- 
ed, 
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ed, and left to me the hardeſt taſk 

for the human heart to perform, that 
of wilfully riſking the diſpleaſure of 
it's firſt benefactor. 


Sir Herbert heard my recital with 
more emotion than ſurprize ; and I 
could difcover that the obſtacles he 
held forth to his ſon's union with 
my daughter, were not ſo entirely 
on his own account as that of the 
late Lady Williams's brother, the 
old Admiral Clayton; who having 
no children, had declared his nephew 
his heir, but who poſſeſſed too much 
pride of blood to liſten to the propo- 
ſal 
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{al of an alliance, that would not be 
at leaſt adequate to his own. 


To this ſentiment he added 
great inflexibility of temper, and a 
mind bordering on ſuſpicion. Sir 
Herbert thought it would, therefore, 
be prudent to remove my daughter, 
and was generous enough to propoſe 
my going with her, though he de- 
prived himſelf by it of what afforded 
his principal delight in the Winter 
Evenings. He recommended Chep- 
ſtow, where we have remained ever 
ſince, nor have J ever left her, but 

for 
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for ſix weeks at the return of Chriſt. 
mas, when I regularly go for that 
time to Sir Herbert's houſe. 


„Mr. Williams ſtill perſeveres in 
his intention, and Sir Herbert does 
not oppoſe a correſpondence, that 
he knows would be in vain to pro- 
hibit. Once, indeed, Mr. Williams 
has viſited us here, and has given us 
every reaſon to believe, that the 
death of the Admiral, who is now 
in his 75th year, is the only barrier 
to his wiſhes, and I moſt candidly 
acknowledge to my own.” 


Here 
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Here ended the Narrator ; and Ju- 
lia, who had been all the time ab- 
ſent, returned to gladden us with 


her preſence. 


She ſaw that her ſecret was diſco- 
vered ; and having no farther re- 
ſtraint in my ſociety, ſoon convinced 
me that her whole happineſs was 
wound up in her future proſpects, a 


diſappointment in which would not 


fail to embitter, if not actually deſ- 


troy, it. 
7 * 


In a few months my wandering 
ſtars compelled me to leave Chep- 
ſtow ; but, alas, they have never 

VOL. II. I, ſerved 
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ſerved to light me to happineſs ! My 
correſpondence with Julia has conti- 
nued ever ſince uninterrupted ; aud 
the Admiral, though not deprived of 
exiſtence, is become ſo far dead to 
the world by the ſuſpenſion of his 
faculties, that Sir Herbert having 
come to the knowledge of his will 
being made wholly in favour of Mr. 
Williams, no longer withheld his 
happineſs, but united him to his 
long- loved Julia. 


Mr. and Mrs. Williams took up 
their reſidence in his houſe, and the 
latter days of the aged Llewyllin, 
Who lived with them, were crowned 

with 
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with content; while, like Iſrael's 
Monarch, he turned the dulcet ſtrains 
of his harp to the divineſt melody 
the praiſes of his God. 


— — — — 


Here end my wanderings !—[Ima- 
gination is exhauſted, and I lay down 
my pen. May theſe children of 
Fancy, which have ſome of them ori- 
ginated in adventure, be received by 
an indulgent Public, not as a work 
that lays claim to merit, but as the 
production of heavy hours which 
their birth has lightened. 1 ſubmit 
them as they are, ſimple and una- 
dorned; they have received no ad- 
vantage 
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vantage from foreign aid, unſeen and 
unaſſiſted; they ſally forth into the 
world, as the Author has done, 
friendleſs and forlorn. 


Should they hereafter meet with 
a gracious reception from unpreju- 
diced friends, the Writer's trouble 
will be amply-rewarded ; as her er- 
rors are forgotten in The Wander- 
ings of her Imagination: and her gra- 
titude will never ceaſe to be demon- 
ſtrated in all that ſhe has left to be- 
ſtow— The fencere effuſions of a thank- 
ful heart, 4, DE 58 

ELIZ. S. V. R. GOOCH. 


Oſnaburgh-Row, Pimlico, 
Dec. 1795. 
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